
  THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
     April 3, 2022 

Date Intentions Requested by 

4/3/22 Dr. Rodney Cade+ John & Lori McCarley 

4/6/22 Suzette Oleksyk Blain & Caren Brinson 

4/7/22 Benjamin Watson Karen Watson 

4/10/22 Aldei Lachance+ Pauline Cavanaugh 

 

 

Drawing In 

the Sand 

 

 

 

Awaiting the response of those challenging him, Jesus bent over 

and wrote in the sand. According to scripture scholar John Pilch, 

this was a simple technique that peasants used to buy time in a 

discussion or argument. Instead of looking the scribes and Phari-

sees in the eye, he looked down and did his own thing while they 

all slipped away. The scriptures do not tell us what the woman 

was doing during this time. But by not looking at her, Jesus gave 

her a chance to restore her own dignity. He didn’t comment on 

her innocence or guilt. Rather, he instructed her to go forth and 

sin no more. It is not our past that matters as much as the choices 

we make now and in the future. Again and again, God gives us the 

chance to start our life over. This is our challenge this Lent, to 

continue to use the opportunities we are given to repent and 

grow.  

                   Saint of the Week 

Confession heals, confession justifies, confes-
sion grants pardon of sin, all hope consists in 
confession; in confession there is a chance for 
mercy. 

 St. Isidore of Seville (560-636), Bishop of 
Seville, Feast Day, April 4 

Readings for April 3,  2022 
      Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 43: 16-21 

Psalm 126: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6, 12a 

Philippians 3: 8-14 

John 8: 1-11 

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God and  

greater love to our neighbors. 

 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Mass 

Date 

Offertory Online  

Giving (MTD) 

Attendance 

Mar 27,  2022 $6,657.00 $1,847.40 106 

Call 828-526-2418 to request a Mass intention.  

Pope Francis has called the whole church to reflect and  
converse on the following questions: 
 
What are the most significant signs of the Lord’s presence 

in your life? 

What are the biggest challenges or questions you face in 

responding to the Lord’s call? 

What steps is the Holy Spirit suggesting to you and your 

community to respond more fully to the Christian   

vocation? 

 
As a unique parish of residents, coming together for conversation 

is difficult. These questions will be emailed so you can respond at 

your convenience. Your participation is appreciated.  

Blessing of Easter Food Baskets  
 
Holy Saturday, April 16th Blessing of Easter Food Baskets at St. Thomas Aquinas Church. Deacon James 
Witulski will be blessing Easter food. The church located at 1400 Suther Rd., Charlotte, NC 28213 



   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook,  Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik 
 

Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 

 
Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 

Jim Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins, Thelma Petrone, Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, 
Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, and  Lucille Devane 

                             Father Barone’s Column 

 Passiontide 
 
Lent is divided into two main sections: the first four weeks and the last two weeks. The first four weeks focuses more 
on penance: self-denial, increased prayer, charity towards others. The latter two weeks was traditionally called 
“Passiontide,” during which our gaze is less on ourselves and more on the Lord and His Passion.  
 
As modern Americans are accustomed to many comforts, the first four weeks are both shocking and needed. We’re 
snapped out of our comfort zone and less absorbed with the things of the world. The first few weeks are especially diffi-
cult. However, we should keep in mind that we are habitual creatures, and habits go both ways. In other words, it may 
be difficult to pull ourselves out of a certain habit, but we can also become habituated to a new, perhaps opposite, habit.  
Typically, either to kick a habit or establish one, people need three weeks. If one is interested in supplanting a bad habit 
with the opposite good habit, such as moderation in eating, one needs a total of six weeks, the length of Lent.  
 
The point here is to begin the transition of the mind and heart. Hopefully, with your Lenten observance(s), you are find-
ing it easier to pray and/or meditate. The final two weeks of Lent are meant to give you what your soul ultimately de-
sires: contemplative union with God who won your salvation by His redemptive work during Holy Week. 
 
Liturgically, we see this transition with the veiling of the statues. The Lord has crossed the point of no return with the 
Jewish hierarchy and is now heading towards His execution. He hides Himself for a short time so that His sacrifice can 
coincide with the sacrifices of Passover. Christ, glorified in His images and those of His saints, is now hidden by these 
veils.  
 
Let us, then, follow Him in our minds and lives, as He turns towards His Passion. 

OLMhighlands.com/parish membership 

Stewardship 

When Jesus heard about the illness of His friend Lazarus, He respond-

ed, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 

that the Son of God may be glorified through it. “Every aspect of our 

lives—our suffering as well as our gifts—can, if surrendered to Christ, 

lead to blessing for ourselves and others.  

Lenten Schedule 
-Stations of the Cross—following Wed. 12 noon Mass 

-Holy Thursday, April 14 — 6:00pm 

-Good Friday , April 15— Stations of the Cross 12:00       

noon,  Confessions 12:30-1:00, Liturgy 3:00pm 

-Holy Saturday, April 16— 8:00pm 

-Easter Mass, April 17—11:00am 

Make Giving Easier! 

Please consider making your offertory gift online. Visit our website at 

OLMhighlands.com. Click on: 

 
Please consider online giving        Click Here 

CURRENT LENTEN LAWS ON FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence (i.e. no meat) for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during 
Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. 

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is per-
mitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat 
are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. 


